SaT4I^fURSHIPH2iS MOVE IN, DIUHVEIED 11/30/91 

Just as I was about to retire Thursday, Thanksgiving, our neighbor, Jeanette Edi- 


son phoned. She told me that her sons were home for the holiday and that the son 0 ^ one, 
taking his dog for a walk, noticed activity, people and a car, at the cabin on the other 


side of our property. He went there to see what he could see. #e told her he saw people 
using candles. I phoned the State police immediately because they have believed for years, 
without to my knowledge ever watching the cabin, that it has been used by those who take 
dope and smoke pot. 

Host of the year we cannot see the cabin from the house because of tr|.'e foliage. 

There is a lane leading to it from the road from which it is about 450-200 feet. Years ago 
when the roof was tom off by a hurricane and I was covered by insurance, although - no 
longer used the cabin for storage, (it having been vandalized so often, with all I had 
there stolen)' "So that - local youths could use it as Jeanette's youngest son had, as a 
weekend retreat. Because it is downhill from our beighbors on that side, toward Shooks- 
town Hoad, they cannot see what if anything goes on there. I know it has been used for 
trysjs daytime because I've caught couples so using it. 

I told the officer answering the phone that dope-users using the cabin had been sus- 
pgoted for yearS . When ± heard nothing from the police after about 2-30 minutes I did re- 
tire. The next morning Jjd.1 told me that about an hour and a half later the police did come. 
They reported to her that the candles were still there and that the walls had been plaster^? 
with Satanist writings and that we should have the cabin torn down. (.Yesterday as we went 
for supper I told the local mechanic-handyman-repairer of all things repairable that I'd 
like to get the building tom down and asked if he knows anyone interested in the salvage, 
mostly <t‘4 mny cinder-blocks and an excellent /featilator fireplace, all steel.) 

When we returned from supper we saw the opposite of deviltry: we had to stop for fauns 
grazing about 20 feet in front of us and unconcerned about us. Both extremes, one day. 

Because I am aware that some devil-worshippers have been quite violent I plan to 
stop off at the State police barracks on my return from this morning's walking. Because 
I am concerned and because she drives in the early hours, this morning I mentioned this 
to flaxen, a former policewoman who delivers out local paper. She told me immediately that 
early yesterday morning - she'd been here by 3:^0 when I went out for the papers - she 
saw, almost ran into, three men walking toward Shookstown Road. She described one as long- 
haired, the JSaM hair by her gestures reaching below the shoulders, one with dark curly 
hair, probably brown and one with darker straight hair. 

I have been driving to the end of the lane for years early mornings qnr) sitting there 
when Karen has not delivered the local paper (The Wash. Post is here by 3 usually) and I 
have never seen anyone walking. Vehicular traffic is very light, sometimes not a car for 
a half-hour at ajfcime and very^ftar cars ever that early. 

As we left for supper last night with the foligae gone we could see large lettering 
on the cabin.lt has not been safe for me to walk there for some years and I haven't. 



On the chance that the police filed a report and thfct what Aaren told me might be of 
interest I went to the barracks after my morning walking therapy,. Of the people I see while 
walking there is one I believed would have had some interest if he'd heard of any local 


e> 


^atanim, the fruit and produce manager at Carmakb-Jay's supermarket, *j 0 hno He is an artist 
and may have taken this job when he lost a better ond. It turns out that John knows and does 
not like a man connected with Satanism, he thinks not genuinely. This man was involved in 
a Satanism investigation by the" &axjbbaskK Shepherdstown, VVA police^ About a half hour away, 
^ohn does not like this man, who he says is a photographer now living in Walkersville . 

Ihe officer on the police-barracks desk had read the. report the investigating officer 
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tiled. ■ Q e described it as a full report for wliich he had taken clear pictures. When I asked 

if 1 might see them he said that they were in locked files. (if then was about 6:30 and that 

was probably true.) He said that the report states that there were no signs of any ritual 
killings, as of animals. ( this means inside the cabin. They'd have no way of knowing whether 
there had been any in the woods.) In addition to Satanist slogans profanity was pairted on 
the walls, ifiWjbelief , shared by the officer on the desk (another stood around and listened 
without saying anything, he was not in uniform. ) is that this was probably kids. When I asked 
if kids walking home about 3 a.m. is not unusual and that their parents might be curious 

he said in effect that there are such ajprents in the area. I suppose laesr is correct. 

He asked me to be alert and to notify them immediately if I suspect there are other 
such goings-on and I said that to t(e degree possible for me I will. 

Although the probability is that they are correct in thinking this may not be real 
Satanism I am not going to assume this and I’ll try to be aleibt. If at night we turn the 
house lights off we may be able to see the glow of candles in the windows all of which have 
been vandalized. 

I told him I cannot afford to hire a contractor to demolish the building but that if 
he knows anyone -who can use the salvage, like the ciaiderblacks and the fireplace. I'll be 
glad to pay what he thinks it is worth in addition if the salvage is not enough. 

When I believed I'd not be awakening any of them I phoned the three nejghvors closest 

to the cabin and learned that two had known about this without telling/and the third was 

glad to know and will have her hsuband examine the grounds around the cabin when he is 
/ v ( 

dPme and has time. The daughter of the family across the road and towaVd Shookstown Road 
told me that she lias seen men there and making muhc noise when coming home late^pe at night. 

I questioned here about ^vhicles because the nex^Miv ' wlose home is immediately above the 
cabin reported seeing a white car there. Thas young woman saw a white and ajre& can* and a 
pcjlkup there at one time, even parked along the road where there is a double yellow mid- 
-S tripe. She then remembered that one night not long ago one caught fire, we had heard the 
sirens that night but had not associated it with the cabin, that it now 1 is clear, has been 
used in this if not also in other noisemaking ways for some time, including daytime. I phoned 
the police so they could get the car identification from the fire company^ %t 



The Babin was built by the Theo Lichtensteins in the early 1950s when Beryl per- 
suaded Theo, an intellectual German refugee, to move from the city into the country. 

They used it as )F understand weekends, had a spring developed for water, the concrete of 
wfeich is still visible, and then built the house. Theo insisted that Beryl enter into a 
written agreement with him as^a precondition; he would not be expected to do any yard work, 

not even mow the grass. He had 20 photostats a£de and kept them in his safe-deposit box 
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and ds one wore out replaced it with another. Beryl did keep after him to do what he did 
1 

not want to do and did not want to leave the city so he'd be asked to do. On her part. 

Beryl grabbed anything that was free. Thus she had a double row of white pines planed 
along the lane and with it florbunda or multiflora roses, the species once used for 
living fences, they grew so lusuriahiy. To get the planting done free Bryl Beryl would 
invitejl friends and the men would do the work. Her usualjt meals seem to have been TV 
dinners and I gathered I'm sure more than a thousand aluminum trays from the part of the 
land they did not mow and had returned to nature. Thej could get a soil-conservation pond 
so they got one and used it for swimming. YJhat was not free was the usual traps for the 
water to esdape for cleaning the pond so it can’t be cleaned exceot at considerable 
expense. They had a small shed and a fireplace for barbecuing near the pond, both without 
foundation i^^/^uined by the lack of any foundation, and I haW to take them apart and 
dispose of the refuse. (Bud Fensterwald'J then partner, ^ill ^hlhausen, got the old and 
dry lumber and I do not remember what I did with the brick of that large and wellpbuilt 
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1 ^replace that cost so much a& lacked so little ^that was required for it to last.) The 

shed was used by guests for changing into and from bathing suits. 

Theo and Beryl were killed in an auto accident the night before they were to leave 

on vacation. When we moved in the roses along the lane almost ardhgd over it and came 

so close to vehicles that the mailman refused to drive in with insured, certified or 

classified, mail. I got thoroughly torn up cutting them out and taking them away, that 

being their nature. The stems were sometimes as long as 50 feet! I'd shorten them with 

long-handled snips and stack them on a rope I'd laid but for bundling them. When it was 

about as much as I could drag (I was then fairly strong and these were massive bundles) 

I dragged them down to the shore of the pond and burned them. Great, big fires, too?. 

jUW" 

J-t took years to get rid of them ^ajf Gee=&e occasionally a dormant seed still takes root. 

The honeys uchfe grew to where it was as thick as my arm. Some was suitable for firewood, 
it was that thick and promised to take too long to rot out. I could pulls it up by the 
roots. What was not too thick I wrapped around my left elbow and had. and tied it with ita 
th«nner end and did composts This was so thick behind the J.wimming pool it could not be 
walked through and we could not even see house and radio aerial lights through it. It was 
much work but fine exercise and when I thinned the trees we got free heat, by using the 
wood in the fireplace until I put a s~ove in it and we then used the stove. 

kfteylihey built the house and with their two boys, one of whom has been a we4l-known 
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profeder, last at Charlottesville when * heard of him last, they allowed friends, and I 
mean this literally, to use the cabin for their assignations, a use that apparently still 
has not entirely ended. Then when a friend who worked for Sears had a broken marriage 
he lived in it although there were no toilet facilities. I suppose he use a pot and emptied 
it in the woods. There was electricity in it and apparently that Has somehow never paid 
for. There wqs no meter. We were here for years before the electric company discovered 
this. I told them to remove the service entrance so the building was wired but had no 
electricity. 

When we moved in Jeanette's youngest sob Ted and his friend fronacross the road, one 
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of the McKenzie children, had it equipped, complete with refrigerator, Btfreezer, stove 
and bed, and they used it weekends, a great delight to boys. (That McKenzie now a father 
and living not far away last year cleared the snow from out' lane and refused to accept 
any payment McKenzie's granddaughter who is the one who observed the wehiclas and the 
fire in one, offered to askLeroy to examine around the cabin today. 

Ted Madison and a oher , Russell tamed the fish in the pond so by the time we 
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moved in the bass came when they heard the human voice, before they were killed by the 

hardest freeze ever recorded in the area they would open their mouths when til and X walked 

down to the pond and catch pieces of breap - we threw to them. 

The Madisons had three golf carts that Russel! go<b so that the next to the youngest 

of their four sons, |Cim, bom with massive birth defects, would not feel so strange when 

jhe drove around, in his. Kim was hunchbacked, without hearing or the ability to speak or 
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walk but he could get into and out of this cart and the riding mower and he mowed the 
grass and drove around the area. His arms became t^pite strong. The entire Madison family 
learned sign language so all could comuni cate with him and Jeanette taught at the local 
school for the deaf and dumb and drove him to and from it. (She was a home economist, 
Russell a vet until arthritis cripped hi k) and he had to retire.) Kim got to be quite 
useful. He was then the best in the area on small motors’litsd at the then largest repair 
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shop for equipment using thecf^was theiK chain-saw specialist. I remember once when I was 
mowing he came over in his golf cart. Re wrote me a note saying the motor was not adjusted 
correctly. I then learned that he could perceive this by vibrations from 400 or more feet 
away. Woulzf x like him to fix it? Sure. Bring it over. I pushed it to their garage, which 
is as long as the house is wide, with garage doors at each end. Re had his tools there and 
without being able to hear the motor adjusted it perfectly by the vibrations he did feel. 

Rusq0Ll also had a woodworking shop for ^im in that garage. Kid made a three-story 
doll house for the twin daughters of a nea^ylFamily. It had lights that turned on an off 
and doors that opened. When there were affairs at the civic center Ruse^ll attacJfaed the 
large trailer to the mower and Kim would give the kids rides around the grounds that 
include a baseball diamond for children. 

So much not all good comes to midd when 3 think of that cabin. Like one of the neigh- 



borhood boys, Mark ^rocker, destroying the bridge across the creek that |ixa used in 

driving his golf cart around, the reason it was built, apparently, because it was much 

wider than required for safe walking. But in thinking of Ted I remembered his high-school 

friend Sammy f u, who used to come here and used the swimming ppol with led. Two high-school 

boys with what amounted to a private swimming pool. Sammy has for years been a succesful 

photographer, -ass time I saw him was when he covered the presentation for which! ' d 

arranged for Joal Barbehenn's mountingi^of shark’s teeth Smithsonian dated at 3,000, 000 oY 

t|fen times tha~ many years ago. His father, kick, toojfJEoal exploring along the south shore 

of the Potomac not far from Fredericksburg, Va., which they koved^rom Frederiak. iaai 
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Joal when in the third grade mounted a display of some for us on a sheet of pl^exiglas. 

ioveS the eleaentrary shcool he'd left and they loved this gift and I arranged for the 
local papers to do a story. Sammy was the photographer. I left word on his answering machine 

indicating thepossibility of a picture opportunity I'd not want used immediately but that 
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he might find interesting and in time could sell. 


When the blue&ills used to preserve pond balance grew toe numerous Hussell and jfin used 


big enough to eat out - they came up with the bass to be fed - and 
ted with bread above those he wanted. They'd grab it and the Madison 
would have them for supper. i.T|ie bluegills ate the bass eggs and the bass ate the young 


bluegills.) 

I added golden trout. I think they were the farthurest south trout in this area*, 
^rout like cold water. 


Joal gave the “^aithsonian the ahark^ teeth it wanted, which happened to be the largest. 

His discovery means that in thoseprimeval times the Potomac was salt water that close 
to Washington of that area was under ocean water. 
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How remote all this is from Satanism. Except for and his brother, who after pub- 

ery grew into the worst youngsters I even knew, “ark became a pyromaniac and in one week 
started some 30 fiess in a single night and set his own home afire three times before Ms 


father would admit the fire marshal. The father had pull so when he finally realized he had 
to do something he arranged for “ark ' s punishment to be two weeks of therapy and then to 
leave school and work with the father. On^ the first job he impregnated the daughter of 
th§ family for whom the father was doing some building. They got married, “ark joined the 
Marines, and £ hear that in the Marines he got straightened out and makes.no trouble. His 
brother became vicious and a maniac with a large motorcycle. His prefer^cL track was the 
lane past the cabin, to the road and the other way to the housing development in wMch he 
liked. Once he learned that the noise distiubed til in the summertime he abused her with 
that noise repeatedly. Both nice kids until puberty, both devils after it. 

Anyway the Satanism brought some good and pleasant tMngs to mind. 



When I told Jerry Mcknight this story he reminded me of two known county Satanism 
cases. One invoiced the killing of small animals, the other maiming cattle, Neither recent. 

When Sharon Hoffman got home she collected a crew, they examined the lanri around the 
cabin, and she reports no sign on any blood or dead animals although she did get that 
kind of odor near the cabin, And that it is a filthy mess. 

She has seen as many as 15-20 at the cabin at a time. She thinks they are high- 
school boys. 

anyway, the Baughers, who are not as close as the Burdettes and the Hoffmans, and 
these two families, will phone the State police, not me^, when they see or hear people 
at the cabin. 



